OLD SERVIAN GOVERNMENT.               l$l

own chiefs and following their own customs. A
Greek historian of the period expressly mentions that
they "'had the right of choosing their rulers, who
governed them in patriarchal fashion." The names
of these early chieftains have not been preserved.
We are not told who headed the first great migration
of the Serbs into the Peninsula, or who presided over
their fortunes during the first two centuries after their
coming. It is not till 830 that we hear of a prince
or Grand Zupan, of Servia, known as Voislav.

The constitution of the Serbs at this period seems
to have closely resembled that of all the Slavonic
nations. The Serbs have "the defects of their
qualities," and the strong spirit of independence,
which they have always shown, has caused a singular
disinclination to unite under the sceptre of a monarch.
Throughout Servian history we may trace the misfor-
tunes of the race to this lack of union, just as its
greatest glories are due to its love of freedom. At
the dawn of their history their government was
framed upon this idea. The people, instead of
forming a compact nation under the guidance of one
man, consisted of a number of tribes ; at the head of
each was a chief called by the name of Znpan, derived
from the word zupa, which means a " district1' These
various Zupans used to meet together in an assembly
known as the Skupchtina* from a verb meaning u to
assemble," for the purpose of choosing one of their
number as Grand Zupan, or prince. Thus we have
a loose confederation of tribes, each ruled by a
chieftain of its own, presided over by that chieftain
who seemed to his colleagues the strongest and most